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“We know girls—how they learn, think, and feel.” That’s the motto of Laurel School, a nationally recognized
independent day school for girls, founded in 1896. Laurel School is also the home of the Center for Research
on Girls (CRG), a clearinghouse for disseminating research on how girls learn and for developing curricula
based on the research. So when they say they know girls, it’s more than just a pretty phrase.
In our most recent work with Laurel School, N+S had a won- “When I grow up…,” with then-and-now images of each girl
derful opportunity to show the “Laurel advantage” rather than along with a short profile reflecting her growth and her dreams.
to just tell about it. We engaged the same photographer we
We carried the “When I grow up…” theme over into a highly
originally hired to make portraits of Laurel girls a decade earlier
successful multimedia campaign that included web, video,
and had him photograph the same students, now young
and advertising as well as print.
women with passionate opinions and high aspirations. We then
created Laurel’s new recruitment materials using the theme
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The Two-Campus Advantage

Application Laurel School Application Laurel School Application Laurel School Application Laurel School

Laurel School admissions
materials. Clockwise from
top left: Covers of viewbook,
primary school application,
programs brochure, Center
for Research on Girls
brochure, finances
brochure, pre-primary
application, and campus
brochure. Photographs by
Roger Mastroianni.
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I want to be magnificent.

Cover and selected spreads from
Laurel School viewbook.

Maya and Stephanie prove that opposites do attract when it comes to friendship.
Self-identified as “loud,” Maya is an adventure-seeking, field hockey-playing
extrovert who loves to perform before an audience, experiencing the payoff
when hard work and collaboration come together. Stephanie is more of a “quiet

leader” who loves to read and play volleyball and would like to go to college in
France. Or Australia. What these Middle Schoolers have in common, beside
their love for Laurel of course, is a love of solving math problems. And knowing
that no matter what they each want to be when they grow up, they will be friends.
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Dream. Dare. Do.
Who will your daughter be if she comes to Laurel School? She
will be an individual who has honed her intellect, developed her
confidence and discovered her passion. That happens because our
mission — “To inspire each girl to fulfill her promise and to better
the world”— fuels all we do. We celebrate each child’s strengths,
nourishing her mind and character. Transforming her from a
dreamer to a doer, we take a girl from where she is to where she
wants to go. Laurel girls are courageous, ethical and compassionate,
ready for the complicated world they will inherit. At Laurel, our
expectations are high; our enthusiasm for girls is boundless.

Upper School

Middle School

Every Girl

No one is invisible at Laurel School. Whether a
Middle Schooler is investigating archeology at our incomparable 140-acre
Butler Campus or a Senior is completing a Protégé research project at the
Cleveland Clinic, learning at Laurel is always active, always focused on each
girl. A dynamic community in which academic excellence is as essential as
oxygen, we know girls: how they learn, think and feel. All Laurel girls are
smart, but they are smart in lots of ways and, just as we cherish our racial,
religious and ethnic diversity, we understand that learning is different for
every student. We meet a girl where she begins and, in partnership with her
and her parents, invite her to chart her course through the school — with
strategies that help her achieve her goals. With tradition as a cornerstone,
we continue to innovate and build curricula specifically designed for girls.
Laurel is the real world — for each girl, every day.

Places to Grow Learning is transformational at Laurel
and we expand the walls of traditional learning by taking our students into
the natural world and by inviting the world into our school. At our Butler
Campus, girls in AP environmental science test the water quality of
Griswold Creek and Fourth Graders spend a full day of integrated social
studies, language arts, science and mathematics. Meanwhile, at Lyman
Circle, AP chemistry students instruct the Third Grade in a lesson while
the Sixth Grade gets ready for a field trip to Severance Hall. Through our
Passport program, Laurel girls travel the world virtually and literally
to Tanzania, France, Spain, Switzerland, Honduras, China and Japan,
learning to interpret worlds different from their own and to communicate
with people who are both like and unlike them.

Primary School

Beyond the Ordinary

Our work centers on
educating girls to claim their voices, and our legacy as experts in educating
girls has its roots in the vision of dynamic 19th-century female teachers
who were determined to give girls an incomparable education. Noted
educator Carol Gilligan pioneered ground-breaking work at Laurel in the
1980s, confirming our position as a preeminent school for girls. With the
inauguration of the Center for Research on Girls in 2007, and its advisory
panel of nationally renowned scholars and researchers, we continue to
demonstrate that we value academic research and seek to implement the
finest proven thinking about what works best for girls.

Pre-Primary

Of course, our superb faculty is at the center of what makes Laurel great.
Drawn to teaching by their passion for their discipline coupled with a
commitment to the social and emotional lives of girls and young women,
they are smart, demanding and inspiring. And, our Synergy program
connects Laurel students with significant institutions in our city such
as the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Natural History Museum.
Laurel graduates emerge as confident leaders, equipped to meet challenges
and ready for their 21st-Century lives.

Wonder. Play. Exploration. These
are the seeds we plant and
nurture for a lifetime of joyful
learning. In an environment
that encourages independence
and buzzes with laughter and
creativity, our Preschool and
Prekindergarten girls and boys
start on their individual paths
of growth and development.

Ann V. Klotz, Head of School

Competence, confidence and
resilience are skills we focus
on through the Primary years.
Girls learn to ask questions
and uncover information independently, to take initiative
in their learning and to set
academic and social goals. By
the end of their Primary years,
our girls are actively assessing
their own work, solving problems and making discoveries
about and connections to the
wider world in which they live.

When girls feel happy and
supported in school, they
achieve more academically.
The Middle School’s creative
interdisciplinary curriculum
engages girls. It weaves research skills and technology
throughout coursework and its
focus on organization helps
girls begin to manage time
effectively. Girls stretch intellectually and find emotional
support as they steer through
early adolescence. By the time
a student completes Eighth
Grade, she will have sharpened
her writing, math and language
skills, navigated a widening
social and extracurricular landscape, and gained a greater
understanding of who she
wants to be.

Inspiring teachers, a
dynamic liberal arts
curriculum, and a highly
individualized college
process that begins in the
Ninth Grade help each
Upper School girl determine
the right path for her life
after Laurel. Yes, she will
become a superb critical
thinker, a confident communicator and a creative problem
solver. Perhaps more importantly, she will learn that
with the privilege of belonging to this community
comes the responsibility of
shaping the world. A Laurel
education develops not
only a girl’s mind and body
but also nurtures her character and her spirit. The
expectations to which we
hold our girls are high —
young women who know
their voices are heard and
valued are capable of extraordinary feats!

I want to be extraordinary.

Angelica began her journey at Laurel when she was a curious two-and-ahalf-year old, eager to soak up everything around her. Now — eleven years
later — she has the same sense of wonder in her eyes as she did as a
Preschooler. She loves discovering new worlds, like in Third Grade, when

Growing up with Laurel
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Pre-Primary

Learning, Love & Laughter
Laurel’s Pre-Primary provides girls
and boys ages 3-5 with an exceptional
foundation for the future.

Our Youngest Global
Citizens
Service learning teaches that even
one young child can make a difference
in the world.

Teacher/Parent
Communication
A trusting and candid relationship
and frequent communication between
teacher and parent are at the core
of the Pre-Primary.

World of Wonder
Pre-Primary students enjoy unique
classes in Mandarin Chinese, creative
movement, drama, gymnastics, physical education and music appreciation.
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Upper School

Learning by Example
Not only are our youngest students
respected as individuals, they learn
from the start to respect other people
as well.

she learned about immigration by portraying a child making the long
voyage, in steerage, to America. Today, she’s a big fan of Greek mythology
and math. A competitive tennis player, Angelica likes calling the shots —
on the court and in life: “I want to own my own company when I grow up.”

Uniform but Not the Same

An Ethic of Selflessness

At Laurel, what you think is more
important than what you wear. That
is why every girl wears a uniform.

Laurel students devote over 8,000 hours
a year to community service projects
in Cleveland and across the world.

Girls Rule!

Laurel Girls are Known
and Loved

At Laurel, it’s not equal opportunity for
girls — it’s every opportunity for girls.
Every leadership position is held by
a girl; every varsity team is for girls;
every lab experiment is done by girls;
every comment in a class discussion
is made by a girl.

A Foundation of ThemeBased Learning
The Pre-Primary is based on intriguing themes such as an interdisciplinary
look at water, seasons and weather.

Because of our small size, an 8:1
student/teacher ratio, we take special
care in knowing and understanding
each student’s strengths and
challenges.

Our Values Support
Our Mission
Laurel girls are courageous, compassionate and ethical.

Proof Positive
Our graduating classes consistently
achieve impressive National Merit
and AP Scholar recognition and are
accepted at a diverse and highly
selective group of colleges and
universities.

Global Citizens

… and scholars, students in
the Upper School think critically and creatively, solve problems and test
assumptions—inside the traditional classroom and beyond. Though all
classes, taught by experts in their disciplines, prepare girls for college, our
Honors, Advanced Placement and Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP)
courses immerse students in college-level work, a significant advantage our
youngest alumnae discover and report with pride. Courses in five different
languages enhance a rich liberal arts tradition that embraces the humanities,
the sciences and the arts. Through our signature internship and partnership
programs and our global initiatives, Laurel girls discover what it means to
be citizens of Cleveland and of the world. A comprehensive college guidance
program assists girls and their families throughout the college process,
seeking for each girl choices that best suit her individual talents, interests
and needs. Many co-curricular activities, including athletics and numerous
clubs and organizations, add dimension to the Upper School experience.

Bright Beginnings

The joy of discovery, a pride in accomplishments and the confidence that comes with mastery
through play — these are the qualities that an exceptional first curriculum
for young children promotes as it lays the foundation for success, both in
school and life. Children who explore and create meaning discover that
learning is fun while developing social, emotional and intellectual skills that
will serve them well throughout school. Recent research in brain development
impels us to establish a strong foundation early for a lifetime of learning.
Though the years between birth and five are critical for neurological development and cognitive function, placing a premature emphasis on the acquisition
of traditional academic skills confers no academic benefit in the long run and
can undermine a child’s interest in school. It’s the joy of learning that needs
to be nurtured and our experienced teachers impart that joy while ensuring
that children feel secure and supported in trying new things.

Engaged Explorers

Whether they are charting how many
days until butterflies emerge from their chrysalises, making movies with digital technology or finding
colors in the natural world on an expedition on the Butler Campus, Pre-Primary girls and boys are
explorers — full of energy and eager to discover new worlds of arts, science, math, technology and
literature. They experiment and play with a wide variety of educational materials designed to encourage
many kinds of learning. In addition to an engaging curriculum, gifted teachers and small class sizes,
Pre-Primary students benefit from the resources available as part of a larger school. Pre-Primary children
interact with girls and adults from all the other divisions of the school and become integral participants
in the Laurel community. For more information, go to www.LaurelSchool.org/Admission
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Intrepid Leaders

Who is a Laurel Upper Schooler? She is an
award-winning scientist, mathematician, artist, photographer, composer, athlete, actress or writer
with an enormous capacity for learning and doing. She is an entrepreneur, a scholar, an activist and a
leader. A Laurel girl sets goals and accomplishes them. She excels at adventure—in the classroom, on
the field, in the world. She expresses herself freely and debates with conviction. She respects multiple
points of view and she respects herself. Who will she be when she grows up? She will be a woman who
is courageous, ethical, compassionate, curious, confident and able. A Laurel girl fulfills her promise
and is whoever she wants to be. For more information, go to www.LaurelSchool.org/Admission
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Top: Laurel School admissions video.
Bottom left: The Sights and Sounds of
Laurel DVD and Laurel Slide Show.
Bottom right: Laurel School email blasts.
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