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Frank Gehry — extraordinary choice of an architect for a school of management. Not what you’d expect.
Entirely appropriate for Case Western Reserve University’s Weatherhead School of Management, where
the motto is “manage by designing.”
As the lead visual communications firm for the project, Nesnadny
+ Schwartz created all of the materials for the launch of the
building from the ground breaking ceremony to the grand
opening gala. We recommended “Risk, Learn, Grow” as the
driving theme for the marketing communications effort. A
quote from Peter B. Lewis, the naming donor, the phrase
reflects both his business philosophy and Gehry’s organic
approach to building design.

We borrowed from Gehry’s vocabulary in articulating the campaign, which included everything from the event website to
invitations and programs to memorabilia. The invitation to the
opening gala, for example, is an organically shaped die cut
that folds into a paper evocation of the building. Nice touch, if
we do say so ourselves.
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THE FUTURE OF MANAGEMENT
E D U C AT I O N

In the 21st century, business faces
unprecedented risk, change, scrutiny
and opportunity. To stay ahead of the
curve, traditional management skills
are essential but not sufficient. The
Weatherhead School of Management
has an international reputation for
innovation in educating the business
leaders our future demands.
A DESIGN FOR LEARNING

The Weatherhead School challenged
architect Frank Gehry to design the
most innovative and technologicallyadvanced business learning environment in the world. In the Lewis Building,
classrooms designed with seating in the
round, superb acoustics, large-screen
projectors and high-speed global network connections at every seat enable
anyone — student or teacher — to lead
the class. Classrooms, faculty offices
and meeting areas are distributed on
every floor to encourage informal interaction between faculty and students.
With an all-building switched gigabit
network, Weatherhead delivers connections 10 to 100 times faster than
other business schools.
FRANK GEHRY

Frank Gehry is the most acclaimed and
provocative architect working today. He
is known for his dramatic sculptural
designs, innovative use of materials,
and concern for the comfort of those
who will work, live and learn in the
spaces he designs.
P E T E R B. L E W I S

The Building is named for visionary
patron Peter B. Lewis, chairman of The
Progressive Corporation. Lewis transformed a small Cleveland company with
100 employees into the nation’s fourth
largest auto insurer with 20,000 employees and annual sales of $7.4 billion. He
made risk a business tool and showed
how to revolutionize an industry.
Weatherhead School of Management
Peter B. Lewis Building
Case Western Reserve University
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216.368.2030
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The Peter B. Lewis Building and its depictions are service marks
of the Weatherhead School of Management, Case Western
Reserve University. © 2002 Case Western Reserve University.
All rights reserved. Graphic Design: Nesnadny + Schwartz,
Cleveland + New York + Toronto. Photography: Grant Mudford

Top left: Case Western Reserve’s Weatherhead
School of Management Peter B. Lewis Building grand
opening website. Top right: Weatherhead Peter B.
Lewis Building grand opening invitation. Middle and
bottom left: Rack card and notecard for the
Weatherhead Peter B. Lewis Building. Bottom right:
Weatherhead Peter B. Lewis Building grand opening
materials, including t-shirts, mouse pad, coasters,
and puzzle.
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Cover and selected spreads from Case
Western Reserve’s Weatherhead School of
Management Peter B. Lewis Building grand
opening brochure.
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PETER B. LEWIS BUILDING
MATERIALS

1,200,000 pounds of structural steel
11,600 cubic yards of concrete
320,000 bricks
250,000 pounds of stainless steel
20,000 stainless steel roof shingles
250,000 stainless steel screws for roof system
FACILITIES

CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

Case Western Reserve University has been educating
students and serving society since Western Reserve College
opened its doors in Hudson, Ohio, in 1826. The University
took its present form in 1967, when Western Reserve
University federated with Case Institute of Technology
(established 1880).
This unprecedented union between an institute of technology and a liberal arts university provided a singular
opportunity to promote interaction between two of the
dominant themes in American culture.

152,000 square feet
6 floor levels
10 classrooms, accommodating up to 650 students
4 studio quality classrooms suitable for live, broadcast-

quality video transmission
13 dedicated student team meeting rooms

Incubator spaces for student entrepreneurs
A media control room equipped to route satellite video
conferencing to all classrooms
A computer lab and an information design studio
1400 data ports wired to the fastest switched gigabit

network at any university

Today the University has grown to incorporate a thriving
undergraduate program offering majors in more than 60
fields, a graduate school administering advanced degree
programs in more than 45 fields, and distinguished
professional schools in applied social sciences, dentistry,
engineering, law, management, medicine and nursing. Our
campus includes 87 buildings in University Circle and a
450-acre farm in Hunting Valley. The University annually
attracts approximately $200 million in research support.
Our living alumni number 94,000.
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